The capacity to envision the future plays an important role in many aspects of cognition, including our ability to make optimal, adaptive choices. Past work has shown that the medial temporal lobe (MTL) is necessary for decisions that draw on episodic future thinking. By contrast, little is known about the role of the MTL in decisions that draw on semantic future thinking. Accordingly, the present study investigated whether the MTL contributes to one form of decision making, namely intertemporal choice, when such decisions depend on semantic consideration of the future. In an intertemporal choice task, participants must select either a smaller amount of money that is available in the present or a larger amount of money that would be available at a future date. Amnesic individuals with MTL damage and healthy control participants performed such a task in which, prior to making a choice, they engaged in a semantic generation exercise, wherein they generated items that they would purchase with the future reward. In experiment 1, we found that, relative to a baseline condition involving standard intertemporal choice, healthy individuals were more inclined to select a larger, later reward over a smaller, present reward after engaging in semantic future thinking. By contrast, amnesic participants were paradoxically less inclined to wait for a future reward following semantic future thinking. This finding suggests that amnesics may have had difficulty "tagging" the generated item(s) as belonging to the future. Critically, experiment 2 showed that when the generated items were presented alongside the intertemporal choices, both controls and amnesic participants shifted to more patient choices. These findings suggest that the MTL is not needed for making optimal decisions that draw on semantic future thinking as long as scaffolding is provided to support accurate time tagging. Together, these findings stand to better clarify the role of the MTL in decision making.
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Introduction
Accumulating evidence suggests that the medial temporal lobe (MTL) plays an important role in decision making -particularly in situations where decisions draw on memory for prior experiences (Gupta et al., 2009; Gutbrod et al., 2006; Lee et al., 2012 ; also see Palombo et al., 2015a for review). Moreover, there is evidence that the MTL may also be important for decision making when choices involve a consideration of future scenarios. For example, the human tendency to engage in temporal discounting (i.e., the propensity to choose a smaller present reward over a larger future reward) is attenuated when individuals first imagine consuming a reward in the context of a future event such as a being at a restaurant or a sporting event (i.e., when they engage in episodic future thinking; e.g., Benoit et al., 2011; Lin and Epstein, 2014; Liu et al., 2013; Peters and Büchel, 2010; Sasse et al., 2015) . This "episodic cueing" effect involves the MTL: The extent to which individuals attenuate their temporal discounting following episodic cueing is correlated with the magnitude of connectivity between the hippocampus and midline prefrontal regions (Benoit et al., 2011; Peters and Büchel, 2010) .
Corroborating this finding, we recently found that the attenuation in temporal discounting following episodic cueing that is observed in healthy individuals is not observed in amnesic individuals with damage to the MTL (Palombo et al., 2015b) . That is, amnesic participants did not demonstrate the expected shift towards more "patient" choices after they imagined being at a specific event in the future. As expected, the imagined future events elicited from amnesic participants were severely impoverished, in accordance with previous observations (e.g., Maguire and Hassabis, 2011; Race et al., 2011; Tulving, 1985 
